


The Htjlorie of King Lear. 

Baft. No my LdK’ * 

gloft. My Lord of Kent j remember him hereafter as my ho. 
norabic friend.. 

Baft. Mv feruices to your Lordlhip. 

Kent. I mufti one you, and file to know you better. 

'Baft. Sir I ftiall ftudy deferuing. 

Gloft. Hee hath beetle out nineyeares , and away hec (hall 
againe,theKingis comming. 

Sound a Sennet, Enter one bearing a foronet, then Lear, then tit 
Duke i oftt/jlbany,and Cornwell, next Gonortll, Regan, Cor* 
delta , with followers. 

Lear. Attend my Lords of France and Burgundy,£/<y?w. 
Gloft. Khallmy Leige. 

Lear. Meane time we will expreffe our darker purpofesf 
The map there ; know we hauc diuided 
In three, our kingdome-, and tis our firft intent, 

To (hake all cares and bufines of our ftatej 
Confirming them on yonger yeares. 

The two great Princes France and B urgttndj , 

Great ryuals in our youngeft daughters loue, 

Lon<>- in our Court haue made their amorous foiourne, 
Andliei e are to be anfwerd,Tell me my daughters, 

Which of you (hall we fay doth loue vs moft, 

That we our larged; bountie may extend, 

Where merit doth moft challenge it; 

Gonortllom eldeft borne, fpeake firft / 

Cjon. Sir I do loue you more then words can weild the 
Dearer then eye-fight, fpace or libertic, (matter, 

Beyond what can be valued rich or rare, 

No lefle then life y with grace, heal th,beautie, honour* 

As much a'child ere loued,or father friend; 

A loue that makes breath poore ,and fpeech vnable, 

Beyond all manner of fo much I loue you. 

C or - What (hall Cordelia doe?loue and be filent. 

Lear. Of al thefe bounds, euen from this line to this, 

With (hady forrefts,and wide skirted meades, 

We make thee Ladyj to thine and Albawet inue, ^ 

Be this perpetuall; what faies our fecond daughter ? ^ 
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flfter is? 

Whicluhe moft precious fquare offence poffefles, 

Andf find I am alone felicitate, in your deere highnes lcmc. 

Lord. Then poore Cord. & yet not fo,fince I am fu 

My loucs morericher thenmy tongue. , 

Lear To theeand thine hereditarxe euer 
Remaine this ample third of our faire kingdome, 

No lefle in fpace, validity, and pleafure, 

Then that confirm’d on ^w.r^butnow our ioy. 

Although the laft,not leaft m our deereloue. 

What can you fay to win a third, more opulent 

Then your fitters. . 

Cord. Nothing my Lord. . (againe, 

Lear, How£ nothing can come of nothing, fpeake ^ 

Cord. Vnhappie that I am, I cannot hcaue my heart into my 
mouth»T loue your Maieftie according to my bond, nor more nor 

lefle. , i 

Lear. Goe to,goe tojmend your fpeech auttle, 

Leaft it may mar your fortunes, 
ford. Good my Lord, 

You haue begot me, bred me, loued me, 

I returne thofe duties backe as are right fit, 

Obey you, loue you,and moft honour youj 

Why haue my fillers hufbands^if they fay they loue you aH? 

Happely when I (hall wed, that Lord whofe hand 

Muft take my plight, (hall cary halfe my loue with Ijim, 

Halfe my care and duty; furel (hall neuer 
Mary like my fitters, to loue my father all. 

Lear. B u t goes this with thy heart ? 
ford. I good my Lord. 

Lear , So yong,and fo vntender. 

Cord. So yong my.Lord^nd true. 

Lear. Well let it be fo, thy truth thenbethy dower; 

For by the facred radien.ee of the Sunne, 
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